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9 April 1855

Holland, Michigan

More concerns were expressed at this Consistory meeting of the First Reformed Church
about the men elected to the Consistory, Krabshuis in particular. B. van Dijk sent in a
letter declining to serve as a deacon There was a request for funds to aid two Dutch
families to come to America. This request had to go to the Clasiss for approval. Rev.
Albertus C. Van Raalte reported that he spent considerable time with the Doesburg
family over the alleged repeated thievery of son, Jacob.

In Dutch; translation by Rev. William Buursma.

Original in the collection of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of
Holland, Hope College, volume I, pp. 133-36.
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to inquire about the reason for staying away. Upon their return, they inform the gathering
that Brother Doesburg did not wish to come, because everything was based on rumor, and
that there was no real charge against his son.
Moreover, he indicated that the matter has been resolved to the complete satisfaction of
the parties concerned, and, therefore, the matter did not belong on the consistory agenda.
Upon this, it was decided that Rev. van Raalte is to investigate the matter with Elder
Jonker and the consistory meeting was postponed until Monday at 4 o'clock.
The meeting was closed with prayer.

A. C. van Raalte, clerk

Consistory Meeting held on April 9, 1855
Present were Elders Jonker, Broek; Deacons Keppel, Plugger, Wilterdink; as well as Rev.
van Raalte.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by Rev. van Raalte.
Brother van der Luijster requests the reason why the matter of Krabhuis was not handled
in the congregation instead of bringing it directly to classis. The answer given was that
the complaints or objections were patiently heard for an entire evening, and that a second
meeting of consistory was held to discuss the pros and cons of the matter, upon which
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a decision is made in which it becomes evident that the majority is not convinced that the
election should be overturned. However, because the feelings of the minority should be
given due consideration, it is decided to approach classis for advice.
Thereupon, all of the discussion concerning Krabhuis is revived, but concludes with a
new decision to seek the advice of classis.
ARTICLE 2 — A letter from Brother B. van Dijk was read. He declines his selection as
deacon-elect, grounding his objection on the fact that some members of the congregation
have protested the cutting down of some pine trees on government land. His resignation
is accepted, although it takes place with regret.
ARTICLE 3 — It was decided to make certain articles to be sold in connection with the
cemetery plots. Purchases will be recorded in an orderly fashion, in a book of accounts
maintained by a member of the consistory.
ARTICLE 4 — A request for $160.00 has been reteived from Brother Miedema asking for
support in bringing to America Boinga and Elizabet Wijnstok This matter must first go
to the classical meeting for consideration, in order to ascertain whether the congregation
of Holland will be permitted to regulate this affair, and also whether there are other
requests
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that need to be taken into consideration.
ARTICLE 5 — Brothers Broek and Keppel inquire concerning the outcome of the
situation of Doesburg and sons. They are convinced that last Sunday the name (of
Doesburg) was unfaithfully omitted in the listing of sins in general.
Rev. van Raalte informs the assembly that Friday evening and Saturday morning he spent
a couple of hours in the above-mentioned family. He became convinced that insisting
upon a public profession of sin is premature and unsuitable, because of the extensive
thievery of the young men in question. Thus far, they have not been dealt with and
admonished personally. This should take place before the matter has been handled
publicly. Such public discussion could easily lead to a complete break with the church
and make the situation worse than it already is. They must be dealt with in love.
In his opinion, this family must be dealt with in an extremely careful way, in order to
make it clear to them that there is no vengeance on the part of the church but that it is
driven by love to pull them from the burning. In his judgment, the real chasm involves
disobedience towards parents and congregation. This chasm would harden
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the conscience, and a premature application of discipline would bring about a total break
and place the young man entirely outside the influence of parents and congregation. It
would be possible to be technically in the right as a consistory but that clumsy and
loveless application of this right could destroy everything.
Extensive and widely different opinions are expressed at this point, centering in
unfaithfulness to the disciplinary task of the church, on the one hand, and clumsy,
loveless, and premature misuse of discipline, on the other hand.
ARTICLE 5 — Elders Broek and Labots were appointed as delegates to classis, and the
meeting was closed with prayer by Brother Broek.

A. C. van Raalte

Meeting held on May 7, 1855

Present were Elders Labots, Broek, Apeldoorn, Wilterdink, Jonker, Keppel, and
Krabshuis; and Deacons Wilterdinlc, de Vries, te Roller; and Rev. A. C. van Raalte.
ARTICLE 1 — After the opening prayer by Rev. A. C. van Raalte, the newly installed
brothers A. ICrabshuis, Keppel, de Vries, and te Roller were welcomed, and in the name
of the assembly, the hope was expressed that they could serve in fraternal faithfulness
and abiding in love. The comment was made that
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